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The largest massacre in modern US history occurred on Oct. 1,2017 in Las Vegas, Nevada at the Route 92 Harvest country music festival.
Photo courtesy of @IFGateway/Twitter

Tayler Reviere Verninas
Editor In Chief
What many believed to be the
sound of fireworks were actually
rounds of gunshots from the
32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay
Hotel on the night of Sunday, Oct.
1. Concertgoers at the Route 91
Harvest Festival were enjoying a
night of country music on Las Vegas

Boulevard when shots were fired
during Jason Aldean's performance.
According to the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department,
about 516 concertgoers were
injured with 59 dead so far.
Some of those among the
crowd who escaped the gunfire
were fellow Toreros. Senior Brant
Berglund was in the crowd when he
heard the rounds of gunshots.
"I was there with my brother,

PRIDE Dance
PRIDE hosts its annual fall dance in support of LGBTQ+

Junior Simon Truong showcases his pride at PRIDE's annual fall dance. See full story on page 10.
Celina Tebor/The USD Vista

and we were supposed to meet a
couple of friends," Berglund said.
"We were up toward the front rows
of the concert. I heard a few bangs
go off and assumed it was fireworks
because we were in Las Vegas. My
brother looked at me and said T
think those are gunshots we need to
get out of here.'We started running
toward the bleachers and tried to
tell people to clear out and didn't
realize what was going on."

Berglund explained that a few
seconds later the shots started
going off like rapidfire, everyone
hit the ground, and Jason Aldean
stopped performing.
"That's when it got really real,"
Berglund said. "The scariest part
was no one had any idea where
the shots were coming from at that
time. I thought it was someone in
the concert so it was scary because

See Vegas, Page 2

Book ban
Copley celebrates Banned Books Week

USD held annual Banned Books Week on campus. See full story on page 3.
Tayler Reviere Verninas/The USD Vista
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Active shooter fires at festival
USD students describe the scenes from this past weekend's country music festival

Vegas from Page 1
we did not know where to go or
which direction was safe."
Berglund described how he
and his brother ripped off a plastic
part of the bleachers and crawled
underneath the bleachers for
protection.

one had any idea what was going
on so we just tried to warn people
to take cover," Berglund said. "We
made it to the MGM where we
hid in a storage room of the David
Copperfield show. We ran to the
back room and hid until it was safe."
Berglund shared his thought
process in the moments of escaping.

"We thought the bleachers were the best play to
get away from the masses. It was crazy because we
could see people getting shot and there was blood
everywhere."
-Brant Berglund
"We tried to grab people,
"At the time it was adrenaline
but there was such chaos and
and instinct," Berglund said. "It's
panic it was hard to get anyone
weird to think about because there
to cooperate," Berglund said. "We
wasn't too much thought — it was
thought the bleachers were the best
just survival instinct, flight or fight.
play to get away from the masses.
There were 20-foot fences we were
It was crazy because we could see
trying to get over, but we had so
people getting shot and there was
much adrenaline we were willing
blood everywhere. People were
to do anything. Looking back on it,
dying and getting shot; it was a
I am just.sad. But at the time I didn't
complete war zone and one of the " really have much time to think, and
worst things I have ever seen. I a good portion of the time I didn't
hopped the three fences to get onto think we were going to make it out
Las Vegas Boulevard. In hindsight, of there."
it probably wasn't the best move
Unfortunately, among those
because the shooter was in the
killed was a member of the USD
hotel across the street. But our only
community, alum Jennifer T. Irvine,
mindset was to just get out."
age 42. She received her B.A. cum
Berglund stated that he ran
Laude in History with an emphasis
down the Las Vegas Strip through
in Women's History. Irvine founded
casinos to warn people since he was her own boutique law firm in San
one of the first in the crowd to get
Diego, and attempts to contact
out of the concert.
members of her law firm were left
"We ran into Tropicana and no
unanswered. Her death was one of

many during this past weekend's
senseless violence.
Berglund expressed that it is
definitely scary to think something
like this can happen in any setting.
"Honestly, the way I look at it is
you can't look at your life scared,"
Berglund said. "You can be scared
every minute ... but I feel that if
you constantly live scared you are
allowing these types of people
to win and allowing yourself to
be terrorized. The best way to
combat that is to just have a sense
of compassion, unity, and love as
opposed to anger, resentment, and
fear."
Berglund stated that he hopes
there will be a silver lining from all
of this.
"I think I won't ever be the same,"
Berglund said. "You realize how
precious and delicate life is and you
learn to appreciate every day. That's
what I took out of it, and I hope
others can too."
Senior Blakeney Fairey also
attended the festival, but decided
to leave early with her friends about
30 minutes before the incident took
place.
"We knew Jason Aldean was
going to have a concert in San
Diego this upcoming weekend that
we were planning on going to, so
we thought it was okay if we missed
it," Fairey said. "We had to drive all
the way back to SD, so the earlier we
could leave, the earlier we would be
home."
It was not until the drive home
that Fairey received news about the

Police officers were in full force during the Las Vegas shooting to protect pedestrians and locate the shooter.
Photo courtesy of @CNN/Twitter
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scene she had just left.
"I was with my friends in the car
and one of them got a text from
someone else that said 'hey there
is a shooting going on in Vegas are
you okay?"' Fairey said. "We started
looking things up on our phones.
We still had people at the festival we
were friends with and called them
to see how they were."
Fairey stated that her parents
were freaked out by the news and
discouraged her from attending
Stagecoach.
"I think that when things like
this happen, we can't let it scare us

"I think that when things like this happen, we can't let it
scare us or stop us from doing the things that we need
to do."
-Blakeney Fairey
or stop us from doing the things
that we need to do," Fairey said. "It's
hard to say because I don't want
to get shot at a concert but letting
them win is harder to deal with.
Them as in the people who want to
cause terror and distress and panic."
Fairey described how one of
the final
performances she saw
on Sunday night brought high
emotions within the crowd.
"Big & Rich did this entire tribute
to first responders and veterans,
and brought some of them to
the stage," Fairey said. "They gave
them a shot of Crown Royal and
sang a song. The entire crowd sang
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the people who keep us safe but we
can't always be safe. It was too close
to home when they were talking
about everything like that. It was
not good at all; it was pretty scary."
The events that occurred on
the night of Oct. 1, 2017 marked
the biggest massacre in modern US
history.
For
students and faculty
impacted by this tragedy, several
centers are available for contact
including the Student Counseling
Center at (619) 260-4655, University
Ministry at (619) 260-4735, and the
Employee Assistance Program at
(800)342-8111.

The shooter was reported to be on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Hotel.
Photo courtesy of @CNN/Twitter

Tayler Reviere Verninas - Editor in Chief

Max Escutia - Assistant Art Director

"God Bless America" to all the first
responders who were able to come
out [that night] and have a great
time together. We weren't expecting
that from them. The tribute was so
beautiful, and we were on this high."
Fairey expressed that about
30 minutes after the performance,
these first responders had to
perform the exact duties they were
being recognized and praised for
that same night.
"After hearing all of that and
then knowing what happened, it
was very emotional, touching, and
heartbreaking," Fairey said."They are
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Recognizing banned books
Copley Library hosts Banned Books Week to emphasize the power of the written word
Nicole Kuhn
Assistant News Editor
Walking past the main floor
of Copley Library, students and
faculty came across the library's
annual Banned Books Week. The
event recognized and promoted the
power of text and the importance
of intellectual freedom. The display
was held in the library from Sept.
24-30 for everyone to enter in
contests and check out the books.
Every year, the American
Library Association, along with USD
librarians, celebrates the freedom
of reading literature by recognizing
books that have been banned or
challenged in the US, such as "To Kill
a Mockingbird," "Of Mice and Men,"
and"Lolita."
The Copley Library Banned
Books
website
stated
that,
"intellectual freedom is a core
value of the library profession."
The American Library Association
defines intellectual freedom as, "...
the right of every individual to both
seek and receive information from
all points of view without restriction.
It provides for free access to all
expressions of ideas through which
any and all sides of a question, cause
or movement may be explored."
In an effort to raise awareness,
Copley Library hosted several
events, including Blind Date With
A Banned Book. Students gathered
in front of Copley on Sept. 29,
where they chose and checked out
a wrapped book, then discovered
which text they had chosen.
Senior David Fox participated in
the blind date event.

"I attended the banned book
tent in front of the library," Fox said.
"My experience was very informative
and eye opening. I'm all for freedom

of speech, and infringing on that
right limits the opportunity of those
who express their voice through
writing to be heard. It also prevents
students and the public from what
the world has to offer."
Copley raffled off prizes where
students and faculty participated
in the "Banned Books Ballot." The
winners, Professor Susannah Stern
and student Alanna Bledman, won a
$225 credit to the Torero Store and a
copy of their favorite banned books.
Professor Stern, who learned
about the event from librarian Chris
Marcum, reflected on the event and
its importance.
"It's easy to take for granted
that we can access stories and
information whenever we want
without restriction," Stern said.
"The event is a reminder that that
has not always been the case, and
even today, many people believe it
is appropriate to limit certain works
they find offensive, objectionable,
or dangerous."
Stern won a copy of one of her
favorite banned texts, "All the King's
Men."
Sophomore Alanna Bledman
heard about the event from one of
the librarians, and found her favorite
book, "The Color Purple,"among the
banned books. "I was shocked that
it had been banned," Beldman said.
"That was what really prompted me
to participate."
Bledman
recognized
how
important it is to have on campus.
"My favorite thing about the event
was the display of all the banned
books," Bledman said. "I was in such
disbelief that we still ban books
today. I think it's a great event
to have to open discussion on
censorship and how detrimental it
can be."
Christopher Marcum, Access

and Outreach Librarian at Copley
Library, participates in the banned
book series every year.
"What we focus on, the
American Library Association, is
documenting instances of books
being challenged in the United
States," Marcum said."So most of the
books we are offering people here
today are instances or cases where
the books have been banned in the
US or challenged."
"Fahrenheit
451," by
Ray
Bradbury,
was
one
of
the

religious statements.
Marcum said he believes that
the banning or challenging of texts,
like Bradbury's, strips away people's
right to read and the freedom of
speech.
"Just because a school board
or an upset parent thinks a book is
offensive in some way doesn't mean
they have the right to restrict other
people's access to it," Marcum said.
"To me, it's about making sure that
we stay vigilant and conscious."
Professor Eric Pierson and

"My experience was very informative and eye
opening. I'm all for freedom of speech, and infringing
on that right limits the opportunity of those who
express their voice through writing to be heard. It also
prevents students and the public from what the world
has to offer."
-David Fox
featured books. The text was
originally challenged by school
boards because of the themes of
alcoholism, violence, and anti-

Reference Librarian Hugh Burkhart
hosted a screening of the film based
on Bradbury's work, "Fahrenheit
451." The film covered themes

the book presented, such as the
importance of intellectual freedom.
Banned Book Week ended
on Sept. 30, but Marcum and
the librarians of Copley Library
want to continue to get students
involved. Marcum emphasized the
importance the event holds to the
campus community.
"The act of restricting access to
the intellectual work of an author,
scholar, or artist simply because
it may be deemed offensive or
inappropriate to a person or group
of people is one that stands in
direct opposition to USD's mission
to advance academic excellence,
expand professional knowledge,
and create a diverse and inclusive
community," Marcum said. "Banned
Books Week offers our community
a chance to come together and do
that while also giving us a chance
to think about other issues that are
relevant to USD's core values and
mission, including censorship and
intellectual freedom."
This is the second year Banned
Books Week has been held on USD's
campus, and it continues to make
a positive impact on the student
community.

Copley Library hosted its second annual Banned Book Week on campus and provided free snacks and school supplies.
Tayler Reviere Verninas/The USD Vista
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Students inquired about the history of book banning.
Tayler Reviere Verninas/The USD Vista

Dozens of banned books were set up on campus in order to appreciate the power of the written word
Tayler Reviere Verninas/The USD Vista
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Waving goodbye to fear abroad
Students share reasons for studying abroad despite continued terrorist attacks
Taryn Beaufort
Opinion Editor
Every semester, hundreds of
USD students choose to study
abroad for the semester despite
the possibility that their safety
may be compromised. It seems
like every other day there is a
headline containing the words
'terrorist attack,' 'bombing,' etc.
International violence has become
the norm in the news cycle.
Even with what seems like
constant attacks, senior Khalil
Suradi decided to study abroad in
Madrid, Spain this semester.
"In all honesty, the attacks
[Europe in general] did not have
any influence in my decision,"
Suradi said. "They can happen
anywhere at any time. There is
no way to predict those types of
events. Too many people miss out
on once in a lifetime opportunities
since they are afraid of traveling
because of the attacks of the past."
On Aug. 17, 2017, Barcelona
fell victim to its first act of terror.
A young man drove a van into the
pedestrians walking on the busy
street of Las Ramblas. Which led to
increased security.
"I have noticed a larger police
presence around main sites,"
Suradi said."Guns are not common
at all in Spain, so you definitely
notice the police officers walking
around with their assault rifles
ready for the worst scenario."
The increased presence of
firearms has had no effect on
Suradi. He said he feels safer than
ever in his new home for the next
four months.
"The U.S. Embassy is always
sending us emails with travel
suggestions and places to stay
away from,"Suradi said. "USD does
a fantastic job of communicating
any important events to us."
At the time of the attack in
August, students at USD's Madrid
campus
had
already
begun
touring Spain, which included a

The busy street of Las Ramblas in Barcelona was attacked by a man driving a van on Aug.17, 2017.
Photo courtesy of Santiago ZGZ/ Flickr

visit to Barcelona as part of their
travel seminars. Fortunately, USD
students were in Sevilla, on the
opposite side of Spain, but were
scheduled to be in Barcelona
just a few days after the attack
occurred. This led Carlos Burgos,
the program director, to create a
WhatsApp group in order to stay in
touch with all students regarding
their safety status while abroad.
Suradi noted that they have
only used it once during the recent
London metro attack.
As of late, London suffered
several blows to the city's safety.
The first of the series of attacks
began in March with a shooting on
the Westminster Bridge. Another
shooting occurred at the Borough
Market in June 2017.
However,
London's
recent
tragedies did not deter senior
Yordanos Gedam from spending
the summer interning there.
Gedam believes that these types
of attacks can occur anywhere.

"I refuse to live in fear," Gedam
said. "No matter whether we're
in our home cities going out
for a drink or seeing what the
restaurants in Italy have to offer,
we are susceptible to a potential
attack."
Gedam is by no means
deliberately putting herself in
the face of danger, but instead
choosing to make each one of her
days meaningul instead of living
by the 'what-ifs.'
"I'm here to enjoy myself,"
Gedam said. "I fully intend to clasp
onto this experience with a death
grip...pun may be intended."
Gedam
went
into
her
experience abroad with a strong
head.
"When terrorists attack, their
goal is to incite fear," Gedam said.
"I thought that if I allowed them
to carry that much of a power over
me, I was letting them win. Besides,
ordinarily following a calamity
comes a considerable increase in

Plaza de Cibeles in Madrid presents a 'Refugees Welcome' sign.

police/security presence, so I felt
reasonably secure."
Gedam is not the only one
going abroad with an optimistic
mentality.
Senior Elizabeth Rivette chose
to study in Paris to learn more
about the French culture and to
observe the repercussions of the
French election. Following a series
of major acts of terrorism, France
has been in a state of emergency
since late 2015, which can be seen
in the military presence around
the city.
"The effects of the attacks can
definitely be seen throughout
the city," Rivette said. "In front of
major attractions, such as I'Arc de
Triomphe or Notre Dame de Paris,
there are always military men and
women armed and watching the
crowds."
Despite
the
ever-present
military members, Rivette said
she does not feel nervous. Before
departing for her journey, Rivette

had a long conversation with her
parents regarding the risks of
being abroad, and they all agreed
that the chances of being a victim
of a terror attack in a foreign
country are small.
Rivette instead believes that
more concern needs to be placed
on the current status of the United
States.
"The terror attacks at home are
happening on a daily basis and
Americans seem to focus more
on foreign soil than our own,"
Rivette said. "A black individual
is more likely to face an act of
racism, violence, hatred, etc. on a
daily basis than I am to experience
an act of terror in four months in
Paris."
The threat of attacks will
always be looming over the heads
of those contemplating studying
abroad.There is no predetermined
way to ensure safety, which is why
students still consider taking the
the options to go abroad.

There has been increased military presence in front of the Louvre Museum in France.
Photo courtesy of Khalil Suradi

Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edu for more information.
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Playing dress-up College Edition
Toreros talk fashionable trends they choose to wear on campus
Victoria Zielinksi
Asst. Opinion Editor
Take a stroll down the
University of San Diego's campus
and a few things might catch
the attention of a passerby: the
aesthetics of the scenery and the
overall appearance of the student
body. Students are typically well
dressed, well groomed, and well
on their way to classes or activities.
Students judged whether USD
is a "dress-up" or "dress-down"
campus and the general clothing
choices ofToreros.
Sophomore Althea Fastidio
stated that typical outfits at USD
for females consist of dresses,
rompers, blouses, shorts or jeans,
paired with boots, sandals, and
sneakers. For males, outfits consist
of shorts with t-shirts, cardigans,
polos, or button-down shirts.
Some students also choose to
wear athletic clothing to class.
"I think USD is a dress-up
campus because I see a lot of
people wearing fancy casual
clothing around campus," Fastidio
said. "I saw people from another
college wearing sweatpants and
t-shirts to class — I rarely see that
here."
Fastidio shared that while
she doesn't think that students
feel pressured to dress a certain
way, she does believe that USD
students as a whole enjoy dressing
and presenting themselves well.
"It seems like USD students are
centered more on appearance,"
Fastidio said. "USD is an expensive
school, so I just feel like some
people have extra cash to spend
to dress well."
Senior
Regan
Richards
explained that it seems that
students carefully consider their
fashion choices.
"I think that students do feel
pressured to dress in a way that
does not stand out from what

most people wear on campus,"
Richards said. "I don't think that
anyone wants negative attention
drawn towards them for their
clothing choices."
Richards emphasized how USD
students are proud to present
themselves neatly during class.
"I think that appearance is
definitely strongly taken into
consideration at USD," Richards
said. "There are a lot of goodlooking,
fashionable
people
who go to USD and I think many
students take pride in their
appearance."
Richards stated that clothing
choices should not matter, but
should instead be considered an
expression of personality that is
not judged or looked down upon.
"USD consists predominantly
of students growing up in a society
where looks are very important,"
Richards said. "It should be about
what each student is capable of
and what their unique abilities
bring to our campus, not about
what clothing they wear!"
Senior Mallery Kiefus, a transfer
student from Texas Christian
University, stated that compared
to her two years at TCU, USD is
definitely a dress-up campus.
"At TCU girls wear oversized
t-shirts
and
athletic
shorts,"
Kiefus said. "A lot of people wear
Birkenstocks and Chacos. I see
Birkenstocks sometimes at USD,
but I don't think I would ever see
someone wearing Chacos here."
Kiefus admitted to typically
wearing athletic wear everyday.
"On my first day of classes at
USD I wore what I would typically
wear at TCU [a big t-shirt with
shorts]," Kiefus said. "As I was
walking around campus I started
getting the full up-down looks
from other girls."
Kiefus explained that she is
unsure whether students feel
pressured to dress up, or if that
is simply what they feel most

One Torero is wearing a skirt paired with an off-the-shoulder top. The other Torero is we: ing a collared shirt paired with slacks.
Cyrus Lange/ The USD Vista

comfortable in.
"I think that students dress
up more here because it is the
Southern California atmosphere,"
Kiefus said.
Junior Celesta Loo, a transfer
student from De Anza College in
the Bay Area, explained how she
was initially surprised by how
students dress up for class at USD.
"At my old school, students
would show up to class in pajamas,"
Loo said. "Girls would have their
hair tied up with no makeup on,
and guys clearly didn't put a lot of
effort into their appearance. Many
people showed up in sweats."
Loo stated that compared to
USD, community college dress is a
lot more casual and relaxed.
"At USD, I felt compelled after
my first day of classes to dress nice
to class," Loo said."I make an effort
now to pick out jeans and a cute
top or a dress instead of leggings
and a hoodie, which would have
been fine at my community
college."
Loo explained it can be
uncomfortable to stay in jeans

TCU students dressed in big t-shirts and shorts for their first day of classes.
Photo Courtesy of Madilyne Riley

all day when she'd rather be in
leggings. Flowever, she stated it
is preparing her for dressing up
to go to work everyday where
professional dress is typically the
norm.
T O'Rourke, a Communication
Studies professor at USD, shared
his opinions on student fashion
at USD compared to other schools
where he has taught, including
San Diego State University and
surrounding community colleges.
He noticed that compared to
other schools, USD is a dress-up
campus with its own style.
"SDSU has more of a surfer or
Pacific Beach style," O'Rourke said.
"By the quality of clothes, shoes,
and what students are wearing,
you can tell students spend more
money on clothes here."
O'Rourke coaches students on
interview attire and etiquette. As
part of his class, O'Rourke teaches
students about how to properly
dress in nice attire for interviews.
O'Rourke explained a situation
in which a student athlete
mentioned to him that they would

be coming to class after their
sports practice.
"The student showed up to
class in sweats post-practice, and
they apologized to me for showing
up with wet hair and sweats,"
O'Rourke said. "They mentioned
it so they would not come off as
disprespectful."
At another school, however,
showing up to class in sweats
might not even be a cause for
concern.
"I hear about appearance more
here, that students feel pressured
to dress a certain way," O'Rourke
said. "I do not hear it as much at
other schools, but that doesn't
mean it's not there."
Not only do students at USD
value their personal appearance,
but they are practicing for what's
next. This also creates preparation
for the future job market where
employees are expected to appear
neat and professional. Toreros
seem to have a respect for their
school and their professors, and
display it through the quality of
their dress.

A typical outfit worn by this Torero consists of stylish leggings paired with a sporty top.
Walker Chuppe/ The USD Vista

Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego .edu for more information.
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body.

THE USD VISTA

OCTOBER 5,2017

Deliberating DACA's future
Trump administration's movement to discontinue The DREAM Act is discussed
Metanie Yost
Contributor
Students recently watched
the country become polarized
following
President
Donald
Trump's decision to stop accepting
applications for the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrival
(DACA) program.
On
Sept.
22,
students
gathered for a "lunch and learn"
discussion on DACA in their
Political Communication class.
The discussion was held in Mother
Rosalie Hill Hall. Students were
encouraged to become politically
knowledgeable on major topics
such as DACA, hoping to make
mature, political discussions and
debates the norm across USD.
DACA was established by an
executive order from President
Barack Obama in 2012 to give
undocumented immigrants who
came to the U.S. as children a
renewable two-year deferment,
during which they can legally
work and attend school. The move
to end the program leaves DACA
in the hands of Congress, which
must make a decision regarding
the fate of nearly 800,000 DACA
recipients known as "Dreamers."
Junior Hunter Smith shared
his belief that Congress should
intervene on behalf of the
"Dreamers."
"Congress
should
do
something to help," Smith said.
"When you look at the numbers
and you look at all that DACA
entails, 800,000 people is a lot
of people. All of those 800,000
people are 100 percent helping
our community."

Helping the community was
a common theme brought up at
the DACA deliberation. Students
often referred to the fact that
many "Dreamers" are young adults
trying to gain an education in
America. Smith and his classmates
contended that after completing
their
education,
"Dreamers"
are likely to give back to their
communities, many of which are
underserved areas.
A study ' by the Center
for American Progress found
eliminating DACA workers would
cause California to suffer a gross
domestic product (GDP) loss of
$11.3 billion per year.
DACA
recipient
Alejandra
Gonzalez explained to the New
York Times that education has
allowed "Dreamers" like her to give
back to society.
"There are'Dreamers'that have
become lawyers, doctors, police
officers and small business owners
thanks to DACA," Gonzalez said.

"We are a group of hardworking
individuals who just want the
opportunity at a better life."
With
DACA
recipients
making societal contributions as
significant as these, students at
the "lunch and learn" could not
agree on any reason why DACA
recipients shouldn't be allowed to
stay. Students were encouraged to
lookat the opposing argument that
"Dreamers" are taking jobs away
from U.S. citizens. Smith believed
that even though "Dreamers" may
not have all of their documents,
they're still Americans.
"It's tough to say, 'Americans
should have this job,' when
technically
['Dreamers']
are
Americans," Smith said. "They
just haven't gotten all the things
certifying them."
DACA recipients are already
documented with the government
and have received social security
numbers, but DACA is not a
direct path to citizenship. Smith's
statement is representative of
many Americans who believe that
immigrants should be allowed to
pursue the American dream.
Senior Aubrey Ward-El believes
that "Dreamers" working
in
America are not taking jobs away
from citizens, but are helping the
economy.
"Many of them are working
jobs that citizens don't want to
work," Ward-El said. "I do not want
to talk bad about our own U.S.
citizens, but there are people that
are not doing anything here and
we accept them. We are not going
to try to send them off. ['Dreamers']
want to be here because they love
our country, probably more so
than some people who were born
here."
Students at the discussion said
that they believed DACA eligibility
requirements leave little room
for harm. Guidelines state that
recipients must either be in school,
have graduated, received a GED, or
have been honorably discharged
from the US military. They must
have come to the US before age
16, cannot have a criminal history,
and must have lived in the US
continuously since 2007.
A large portion of the "lunch
and learn" was heavily focused on
who the "Dreamers" are and what
they're doing now, but Ward-El and
Smith believe people should be
considering who the "Dreamers"
could become.
"We have a shortage of
[physicians] right now," Smith
said. "'Dreamers' are trying to
contribute in that area."
Ward-El
echoed
Smith's
statements, citing statistics she
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found in her research.
"There was an 83 percent
increase
in
DACA
students
applying for med school. A lot [of
'Dreamers'] are general physicians
and children's doctors,'* Ward-El
said. "People really need to just
take the emotion out of it. You
have to be educated on [DACA],
They're not these bad people.
They're trying to do good things.
They're trying to save your kid
when your kid is sick. Your kid's
dying? This person might be able

A family President Trump's hesistancy regarding the fate of DACA with homemade signs.
Photo Courtesy of Derrick Crowe/ Twitter

to save their life. Look at it that
way."
But not everyone sees it like
Ward-El. Many opposers argue
that DACA is unconstitutional.
Students at the discussion
discovered
that
DACA
was
originally created after Congress
voted "no" on the DREAM Act,
a proposal preceding DACA
that
would
have
granted
undocumented
immigrants
permanent residency. In response
to
this,
President
Obama
established the DACA program by
executive order.
Opposers of the program
argue that despite coming to the
U.S. at a young age, "Dreamers" are
undocumented and are therefore
breaking immigration law and
cannot stay.
While Smith understands that
laws are laws, circumstances need
to be considered.
"It's really tough," Smith said.
"There are a lot of people who are
trying to come to the U.S. legally
and do it the right way. I want to
support and help them too. But all
of those 800,000 ['Dreamers'] are
100 percent contributing to our
community, so you can't say, 'Oh,
kick them out.'"
Ward-El
understood
that
people were upset by the way

DACA came to be, but said she
didn't feel that was any reason to
do away with the program.
"I get that there's laws in place
for a reason and that some people
argue that the decision to establish
DACA was unconstitutional or
it was just one man's decision,"
Ward-El said. "You can't just send
young adults back to where they
came from. They came from there,
but they don't know anyone from
there."
Students agreed that a better
solution is needed for those trying
to come to the US legally, but said
that punishing DACA recipients
was not the answer.
"You have to think of everyone
as a human," Ward-El said. "As
humans we have to have each
other's back."
Congress has until March
2018 to make their decision. The
subject of DACA is both sensitive
and critical. Students are working
hard to educate themselves to
form intelligent answers when
asked why they believe what they
believe.
"Lunch and learn" discussions
are an insightful opportunity
for students to become more
politically
knowledgeable
on
major issues. USD will conitnue to
host similar discussions.

Have an opinion? Write a Letter to the Editor to be: considered for publication in The USD Vista. Contact vistaeditor@sandiego.edufor more information.
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San.Diego, or its student body.
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USD upgrades laundry rooms
New machines in residential halls are leaving clothes fresh and clean

7 <5 I
1
*

A first-year student uses the new dryers which were installed in the second floor of Founders Hall.
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista

Upgraded laundry rooms at
the University of San Diego were
a pleasant surprise this semester.
The new machines no longer
require a wash card and allow
students to receive alerts when
their laundry is done.
Founders, Camino, Missions
Crossroads, San Buenaventura,
Manchester, Maher, and Vista

Apartments received new laundry
machines from the Torero Store.
Each building was updated on
different days to avoid leaving
students living in on-campus
housing with bags of dirty laundry.
First-year dorms Founders
and Camino Hall have access to
only one laundry room in each
building. This is stressful for firstyears including Katie Lapomarda,
as doing laundry at home is a
breeze. Lapomarda, a resident in

Throughout September, the Torero Store replaced all washing machines and dryers in residential halls.
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista

Founders Hall and a player on USD
Women's Soccer Team, found the
old machines quite annoying.
"They
were
really
loud,"
Lapomarda said. "I would walk
down the hall and it sounded
like someone threw shoes in all
the machines. I started to notice
that the machines had an odd
smell, almost moldy. It was pretty

likes the new machines, despite
laundry being a struggle at times.
"They are definitely more
efficient, but it's hard when you
have to block out time in your day
to do laundry because you don't
want to leave your clothes in there
or have someone take them out
and lose stuff," Lapomarda said.
"Normally my mom just took care

annoying especially since I wash

of it."

frustrating to pay $20 upfront

my soccer uniform all the time."
Lapomarda explained that she

Upperclassmen
residential
halls San Buenaventura, Palomar,

when you weren't sure if you were

and Borrego Hall all have their own
laundry rooms. Students including
sophomore Mina de Guia were
excited about this switch. De Guia
had experienced bad luck with
the old machines, and she was
pleased about the new features
the machines have to offer.
"1 like the fact that you don't
need a laundry card, as it was really

See Laundry, Page 10
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Nicholas Kowalski of 619 Photography.
The-USD Vista apologizes for the

Come to the largest student, alumni,
and family gathering of the year.

oversight as we failed to credit

FESTIVITIES INCLUDE:
• The Amazing Torero Race
• Classes Without Quizzes
• Big Blue Bash and Concert
• The Tailgate at Fowler Park
• Torero Football Game
• Alumni and Family Closing Mass
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As the USD community approaches the fourth week of classes, temperatures are dropping and
students'stress is rising. Within these next couple of weeks, midterm season will be in full swing.
Students have already spent hours studying in the library, visiting their professors'office hours, and
worrying about their grades. Find out how students are handling their midterm-season stress.
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"Balancing social stuff with knowing when you need
to sit down and study. I'm always scared I'm going to
overschedule myself one way or another."

On what's different from high school:
"It's a lot more reading, and it takes a lot more time to
^ read something in depth and understand it." ^
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Tutoring services (see USD website for hours of operation)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biology-Shiley 225
Chemistry - Shiley Fourth Floor
English - Founders 190B
Logic - Founders 164
Languages, Cultures, and Literatures - Rigsby
Language and Culture Commons, Founders 123
Math -Serra 310
Physics - Shiley 252A
Study resources:

• Center for Student Success - UC 114
• Student Support Services - Barcelona 301

StudrntA tm

kcuix/My AtM&A

• Keep a good planner and organize it by color
• Take time for yourself—try meditation, yoga, or exercise
• Listen to music that you find comforting
• Get a fun toy to fidget with—try a fidget cube or kinetic sand
• Do assignments well before they are due
• Get eight hours of sleep every night, even if you have to prioritize
that over homework or studying
• Take breaks from studying, step outside, and enjoy USD's
beautiful campus
Spread by Rita Srekais; Content by Celina Tebor/The USD Vista
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Laundry from Page 7
going to use it all," de Guia said.
De Guia mentioned that an
uneven amount of money was

regarding the laundry service.
Baurnann explained the typical
process to replace on-campus
laundry machines.
"We
usually
switch
out

"I like the fact that you don't need a laundry card, as
it was really frustrating to pay $20 upfront when you
weren't sure if you were going to use it all."
-Mina de Guia
often left on the wash card, and
there was not enough for a full
laundry cycle.
"Using a debit or credit card is
much easier, and the machines are
brand new so I think they're pretty
nice,"de Guia said.
Many seemed to be under
the impression that Facilities
Management would have held
the responsibility of upgrading
laundry rooms, but some were
surprised when they discovered
the Torero Store handled the
service.
James Thrailkill, Director of the
Laundry Services, was unavailable
for comment.
Barbara Baurnann, Crossroads
Supervisor, provided information

machines whenever we notice that
new ones are needed," Baurnann
said. "I wouldn't say yearly as we
have had some break and need to
be replaced within a year."
Baurnann also mentioned that
Missions Crossroads gave firstyears access to San Buenaventura
machines when Crossroads was
closed for the day during the
machine replacement.
"We coded freshmen's cards
just for the laundry room, not the
dorms," Baurnaan said. "They were
allowed three hours on the card
which gave them enough time to
do their laundry."
The USD Torero Store offers
dry cleaning and wash-n-fold
services on campus. This service

OCTOBER 5,2017

is provided by California Suds, an
eco-friendly local company who
will sort, wash, and dry clothes.
They also use fabric softeners and
high-quality laundry detergent to
guarantee a quality laundering
service for students.
Sophomore Liliana Grbavac,
found the laundry services quite
appealing. However, she was a
little skeptical.
"It
definitely
sounds
convenient and easy, but I'm
really cautious of my clothes and
I'd be worried something would
happen to them like they all get
bleached," Grbavac said. "I know
that probably wouldn't happen so
maybe one day I'll try it out."
The laundry schedule for drop
off is on Tuesdays and pick up is on
Wednesdays. From 5 p.m. - 6 p.m.,
the Valley location is open. Maher
Hall/West Campus is open from 6
p.m. - 7 p.m., and Tu Mercado at 7
p.m.
While doing laundry at college
may be tough, the new machines
create an easier environment to
do laundry successfully without
frustration.
Hopefully
these
machines will last throughout
the semester.

Every laundry room was closed for a day in order to install the new machines.
Photo courtesy of Juliana Fulop

Annual PRIDE Dance takes place
LGBTQ+ community at USD hosts its fall dance for the eighth year in a row
Celina Tebor
Feature Editor
Any student walking past the
SLP last Thursday night could
hear the booming music and
bright multicolored lights from
its rooftop. Walk upstairs and one
would find dozens of USD students
dancing and taking pictures,
many of them wearing brightly
colored clothing which accented
the dozens of flags along the wall
representing different sexualities

have had the chance to express
their identities during their high
school experience.
"In high school, you always
want to feel like you fit in, like
you always get along," Eliza said.
"You're dictated by other peers."
While the PRIDE Dance was
certainly not a' redo of senior
prom, the music provided by DJ
Swish gave an aura of youthfulness
and fun to the entire event, and a
student's choreographed dance
performance to Beyonce's "Single

"I think a PRIDE-sponsored dance is really important
for LGBTQ+ students to feel comfortable and accepted.
Many LGBTQ+ students didn't get the chance to bring
their full, authentic selves at high school dances."
-Chris Harrop
and gender identities.
PRIDE and LGBTQ+ Womxn
of USD hosted its annual PRIDE
Dance. The dance was an event
open to all USD students, featuring
a live performance by DJ Swish,
food, refreshments, games, and a
photo booth.
Some students were in casual
t-shirts and jeans, while others
wore ball gowns and a select few
bared a bit of skin, wearing fishnet
stockings and crop-tops.
Senior and the president of
PRIDE, Chris Harrop, stated that
the PRIDE dance has been a
tradition for years.
"We held our first PRIDE Dance
back in 2009," Harrop said. "The
dance has been our staple fall
PRIDE event for the eight years
ever since."
While the PRIDE Dance was
open to all students no matter
their sexual orientations or gender
identities,
Harrop
expressed
that the dance was especially
important for students in the
LGBTQ+ community.
"I think a PRIDE-sponsored
dance
is
really
important
for LGBTQ+ students to feel
comfortable and accepted," Harrop
said. "Many LGBTQ+ students
didn't get the chance to bring
their full, authentic selves to high
school dances."
First-year Eliza Khem, who
attended the dance, agreed that
many LGBTQ+ students may not

Ladies elicited cheers from the
entire crowd. This is the second
year in a row DJ Swish performed
at the dance.
This year's PRIDE Dance took
place earlier in the semester
than inn prior years, according
to Harrop. "We wanted incoming
LGBTQ+ and Ally students to know
immediatelythatthey have a place
at USD," Harrop said.
As the president of PRIDE,
Harrop serves on a number of
committees working on various
activism initiatives with faculty
and administrators to make USD
more inclusive.
"At PRIDE, we strive to create
an environment where people feel
that they can bring their full selves
and feel embraced at our events
and meetings," Harrop said. "My
goal for PRIDE is to continually
foster a supportive, inclusive
environment for students of all
identities."
Harrop and Khem both noted
the benefit from their involvement
with PRIDE.The club enables them
to feel safe to be themselves and
be supported, especially when
figuring out their identity.
"It's so special because it gives
[LGBTQ+ students] a space to
connect with other people who
have their experiences," Khem
said. "They may not have the
exact same experiences, but they
understand how it feels to have a
different sexual orientation and to

not feel represented."
There was originally resistance
from school administration about
hosting a PRIDE Dance back in
2009, but after widespread student
support, it was allowed. Ever since,
USD has been taking more strides
to support LGBTQ+ students.
PRIDE is important to many
students, but it would not exist
without funding and support from
Associated Students and the USD
administration. The PRIDE Dance
was AS sponsored, and Harrop is
grateful for their help.
"AS has been gracious and
accommodating in supporting
and funding this event for the past
eight years," Harrop said. "Several
members of AS stopped by the
dance this year, and we were
grateful to have them."
USD has also allocated funding
to PRIDE so they can host the
PRIDE Dance, the annual spring
drag show, and attend events such
as the AIDS Walk.
"[These events] demonstrate
that the university supports its

LGBTQ+ students," Harrop said.
"PRIDE looks forward to future
opportunities
to
collaborate
and partner with administrators
and faculty on projects to make
the campus more inclusive and
diverse."
Khem
acknowledges
that
USD is working hard to help the
LGBTQ+ community feel accepted,
but wishes that the school
would promote the different
organizations more. "People who
are administrators of PRIDE try
really hard to get the word out
there, but I feel like sometimes,
PRIDE isn't given as many chances
to shine as other clubs would,"
Khem said. "Sexuality is a sensitive
topic, but it's something that's
very important in our lives. It
affects us as human beings and it
affects who we are."
Throughout the years, the
LGBTQ+ community has fought
to gain acceptance within USD's
policies. Milestones include the
Board of Trustees approving the
addition of "sexual orientation" to

the non-discrimination policy in
2000 and when "gender identity"
and "gender expression" were
added to USD's non-harassment
and non-discrimination policies in
2011.
Events like the PRIDE Dance
show that USD is taking strides to
make everyone feel welcome in
the community, no matter what
their sexual orientations or gender
identities are.
While
the
PRIDE
Dance
symbolized the rights LGBTQ+
students
have
fought
for
throughout the years, it was also
an event for all LGBTQ+ and Ally
students to simply have a fun and
relaxed night.
"I'm just really happy to just
chill out with people and talk,"
Khem said. "It's fun to see other
people have fun. This is a time for
us to hang out and be ourselves."
PRIDE
meets
weekly
on
Wednesdays from 7-8 p.m. in the
Commuter Commons (UC 119).
All LGBTQ+ and Ally students are
welcome to attend meetings.

The PRIDE Dance showcased different sexualities and gender identities with colorful flags.
Celina Tebor/The USD Vista
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Toreros try out for Homecoming
Students audition for a chance to be the opening performance at this year's homecoming concert
Anderson Haigler
A & C Editor
Last
Thursday
at
Open
Mic Night at Aromas, Toreros
auditioned for the role of student
opener for the upcoming concert
that will happen during the
Homecoming and Family Weekend
on Oct. 12-15. A variety of acts
showed up to showcase their
talent, but several stood out' as
exciting options for the concert.
The
following
students
are
contenders for the top spot.

Matthew Fair, Senior
Matthew Fair, hailing from
Philadelphia, brings a unique and
energetic vibe with his music. Fair
described his music as "indie rock,"
and performed an original song
titled "Slow Motion" off of his EP
of the same name. "Slow Motion,"
a synthesizer-heavy track that
was backed with strong vocals
and piano, showed that Fair has
more than enough talent to open
at homecoming. He said that his
extensive musical resume of live
performances, including many at
the University of San Diego, makes
him a good fit for homecoming.
"Starting freshman year, I've
always been playing music at USD,"
he said. "I played numerous open
mics, and I played Almost Famous
three years in a row. I also play at
the Hopping Pig in the Gaslamp a
couple times a month."
Fair, who sings and plays guitar,
piano, and bass, said that earning
the role of homecoming performer
would be the culmination of the
hard work he has put into his
music.
"It would mean a lot for me
to play at homecoming because
it's my senior year, and I've been
working diligently in music for the
last four years," Fair said. "When
I first started I was just a young
singer-songwriter playing guitar,
and I didn't have any of my original
songs recorded, but last fall I
released my first album."

Aly Vredenburgh and Michelle Wang of Vanilla performed a cover of Ariana Grande's "Into You " at Open Mic Night last Thursday.
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista

Vanilla: Aly Vredenburgh
and Michelle Wang, Junior,
Sophomore

Perhaps the most intriguing
act of Thursday's open mic
was Vanilla, a duo featuring
Michelle Wang on vocals and Aly
Vredenburgh on violin. The two
entertained the audience with a
cover of Ariana Grande's "Into You."
Wang displayed impressive range
with her singing, and Vredenburgh
added a welcome twist to the song
with her violin accompaniment.
While both are talented musicians
in their own right, they recently
decided to team up to make music.
"We're
definitely
better
together than apart," Vredenburgh
said. "I think we really add to each
other."
The pair met through their
sorority, Alpha Delta Pi, and have
been performing together for only
a month. Their repertoire features
original songs and covers, and
the duo believe that their lively
music would be a good fit for the
homecoming concert.
Jawara Mills, aka Unknown,
"I "feel like our music is
Senior
pretty upbeat, at homecoming
Jawara Mills, who goes by
everybody is in a really happy
the rap name Unknown, brings
mood, and our music goes well
undeniable energy to the stage.
with that," Wang said.
Unknown performed his original
While all three of these artists
song "PYT" at the open mic on
provided an exciting option for
Thursday — a bouncy, upbeat
the opener at homecoming, the
track that takes advantage of his
decision will ultimately come
producing and rapping skills. He
down to which artist is the best fit
produced "PYT" himself, as he does
for the concert as a whole.
with all of his music, and the result
Even
though
the
main
is a song that excited the audience
headliner has yet to be announced,
as much as a rap song at a coffeeTorero Program Board Concert
shop open mic possibly could.
Coordinator Kalley Kenny offered
The entire crowd was engaged
insight into the selection process.
and enjoyed his music. Unknown
"At a concert there should
said he plans on performing
be a good flow with each artist
songs off of his new album "Love
pumping up the crowd for the
like Unknown" if he performs at
next artist leading up to the
homecoming.
headliner," Kenny said. "Everything
"I feel like my music would be
should have a similar sound.
well suited to the event," Unknown
There's not really a specific vibe
said.
we are looking for, except for that
He
also
added
that
a
the opener's music should fit the
performance
at
homecoming
headliner well."
would be a good way for him to
As far as
revealing
the
finish his time at USD.
headliner, Kenny offered only a
"I'm a senior and I've been
hint.
working on this for a long time,"
"Think
throwback,"
Kenny
Unknown said. "I'm trying to leave
my mark on USD, and I'd love to ' said. The headlining artist for the
homecoming concert is set to be
do that in a positive way with a
announced next week.
performance at homecoming."

Matt Fair performed his original song "Slow Motion," playing the piano and using a synthesizer.
Anderson Haigler/The USD Vista

Unknown rapped "PYT,' his lively original song on Thursday.
Photo courtesy of Dexter Offer
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Kardashian pregnancy trending
Rumors swirl that three of the sisters are expecting

The Kardashian-Jenner family continues to dominate several industries, including entertainment, cosmetics, and fashion.
Photo courtesy of @KrisJenner/Twitter

Walker Chuppe
Photo Editor
Kylie
Jenner's
rumored
pregnancy could be the next trend
set by the Kardashian-Jenner
family. From lip and contouring
kits to Kanye West's Yeezys, the
Kardashians and Jenners have
transformed their media presence
into a business empire. Whether
people love them, hate them, or
simply do their best to ignore
them completely, it's hard to deny
the social and cultural impact of
the Kardashian-Jenner family.
First, let's talk money. On
Instagram alone, Kim Kardashian
and Kylie Jenner reach over 200
million followers. That's a lot of
power to throw around for two
people, especially when their
influence on social media is
immensely profitable for makers
of all kinds of products. Forbes
estimated Kim Kardashian's annual
earnings to be roughly $51 million
and Kylie Jenner's to be around $18
million. The other Kardashian and
Jenner sisters, Khloe, Kourtney,
and Kendall, all took home over
$10 million in 2016. Their mother,
Kris
Jenner, the
mastermind
behind it all, totaled $11.5 million
herself.
Often criticized for simply
becoming more famous by way
of being famous already, the
Kardashians do deserve credit
for using their presence to the
best of their advantage. Social
media endorsements, television
show appearances, and fashion
campaigns are only a few of the
lucrative projects the family has
taken on over the years. Critics
have accused the family of being
money and power hungry, and
although that can be left up for
debate, it can be difficult at times
to decipher what is real in the
Kardashians' lives and what is for
the sake of advertisement and
promotion.
Take Kylie Jenner's pregnancy
for example — there are rumors
circulating in every direction about

the validity of the information, and
the Kardashian-Jenner clan has not
issued an official statement on the
subject. Reports on her pregnancy
continue to flow in from "sources
close to the family," but in the
entertainment world, it is hard to
trust the integrity of statements
published by tabloids when the
family itself refuses to confirm
or deny the rumors. Rapper and
producerTravis Scott is rumored to
be the father of Jenner's child, and
famously posted support for his
child on a since-deleted Snapchat.
When asked directly about the
rumors during an interview, Kris
Jenner gave a tactful non-answer
— and declined to confirm any of

they
know
nothing
about!
Especially when we haven't even
communicated with them SMH,"
Kardashian tweeted. "Season 14
is gonna be wild. Tune in this
Sunday!!! #KUWTK."
If there's one thing the
Kardashians and Jenners are good
at, it is using media frenzy to their
advantage. It remains to be seen if
Kylie Jenner is actually pregnant.
There are rumors all over the
place, but no official statements
or quotes from credible, named
sources. Most
information
is
coming out of celebrity gossip
sites such as TMZ or Us Weekly.
With the Kardashians'and Jenners'
non-responses, it seems they are

"Yes, I think Kylie is actually pregnant. I think that it's
real but also being used to generate more hype for
the Kardashian show and Kylie's individual show."
-Hailey Trawick
the information.
"I just woke up this morning,"
Jenner
replied.
"She's
not
confirmed anything. I think it's
kind of wild that everyone is
just assuming that that's just
happening."
In rather suspiciously perfect
timing, the Kardashians' popular
and controversial show, "Keeping
Up
with
the
Kardashians,"
premiered its fourteenth season
on Oct. 1. Since its debut in 2007
on E!, the show is one of the main
media avenues for the KardashianJenner empire. To add to the
media storm, Kim Kardashian is
rumored to be expecting a child
through a surrogate, and Khloe
and Kylie have sources confirming
their pregnancies as well. All the
while, nobody from the family will
confirm or debunk the rumors.
However, Kim has found the time
to post tweets promoting the new
season of their show, and also give
her own version of a non-answer
to stir the pot.
"People
who
supposedly
work with us "confirming" details

hoping their followers will tune
into their show's premiere to find
out what's really going on. It is
difficult to decipher if it is all real, or
if is it a hoax created by the family
to gain more attention. Either way
Kylie's rumored pregnancy has
attracted considerable attention
already.
Senior Hailey Trawick shared
her thoughts on the rumors, and
believes that it may not be a blackand-white situation.
"Yes, I think Kylie is actually
pregnant," Trawick said. "I think
that it's real but also being used
to generate more hype for the
Kardashian
show and
Kylie's
individual show."
Though
fans
and
critics
are
heatedly
arguing
over
speculation, the situation remains
unconfirmed. At this point, it is
still to be determined. However,
creating pregnancy rumors to
promote a television show would
certainly be a new-age marketing
technique, but if there's one
family who could pull it off, it's the
Kardashians.

Kylie Jenner has made a name for herself in the cosmetics world with her makeup.
Photo courtesy of @KylieJenner/Twitter

Rapper/producer Travis Scott is rumored to be the father of Kylie Jenner's baby.
Photo courtesy of @travisscott/Instagram
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Rocker Tom Petty dies at 66

13

Heartbreakers'frontman dies from complications after major heart attack

Tom Petty and The Heartbreakers performed at KAABOO Del Mar in September, entertaining the crowd with a long list of hit songs.

Anderson Haigler
A & C Editor
Tom Petty, the iconic musician
and founder of the band Tom
Petty and The Heartbreakers, died
at age 66 on Monday night. Tony
Dimitriades, Petty's manager, said
in a statement that Petty suffered

a year-long, North American tour
that marked The Heartbreakers'
40th year together. This tour
included day three of KAABOO Del
Mar 2017, where he performed
less than a month ago. At
KAABOO Del Mar, Tom Petty and
The Heartbreakers delivered an
exciting set that entertained a
crowd full of fans both young and

cardiac arrest at his home in Malibu
in the early hours of Monday
morning, and was taken to the
UCLA Medical Center but could
not be resuscitated. At 8:40 p.m.,
he died peacefully surrounded
by family, his bandmates and
friends, according to Dimitriades'
statement.
Petty had recently completed

<n

Photo courtesy of aLlVE Coverage

old with classics like "Won't Back
Down,""Free Fallin," and "American
Girl." Petty was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2002.
Petty, born in Gainsville, Florida
in 1950, had a rough upbringing,
and cited a poor relationship with
his father as a factor in his outlook
on life. A childhood meeting with
Elvis inspired Petty to pursue

music, and in 1976 he formed his
now-legendary band, Tom Petty
and The Heartbreakers. The band
enjoyed lasting success until
Petty's death, touring for 40 years
and playing their last show at The
Hollywood Bowl on Sept. 25,2017,
which was a sellout, according
to an article by the Los Angeles
Times.
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Lieberman brings lofty goals
New head coach sets sights on creating daily improvements for women's soccer program
Noah Hilton
Sports Editor
It starts with a boombox at
practice, something that new
women's soccer coach Louise
Lieberman introduced on her first
day at the University of San Diego.
"I love music," Lieberman
said. "It lightens the mood
and motivates you to pick
up the energy in whatever
you're doing in that moment."
The decibel-fueled decision
speaks to the primary appeal of
Lieberman as she begins her first
season at USD—she never seems to
be ata loss forfearless enthusiasm.
Enter
Lieberman's
office,
however, and one gets a picture
of the discipline that has driven
the new head coach to her current
position.The small room on the left
side of the school's Sports Center is
minimally furnished, a nod to the
fact that Lieberman has been on
campus for just a few short months.
On the desk sits a computer and
a stack of papers, waiting to be
put to use as the Lady Toreros
prepare for their next match.
Only when the individual
and the surroundings are taken
together does one get a full view

love for sports and activity that
was fostered from an early age.
"I started to play soccer and
tennis growing up and knew I
loved sports," Lieberman said.
"Once I got into high school, I
realized how much I loved figuring
out tactics of the game, and that's
when the coaching spark began.
I need things to be moving,
so I liked the fast pace of it."
Lieberman soon settled on
coaching, leading the men'steam at
her old high school while pursuing
a degree in sociology at UCLA.
"I was a female in charge of a
boys'team, which you don't really
see too much," Lieberman said.
"My co-coach believed in what I
was doing, though, even as I was
coaching boys who were double my
size. It ended up being really fun."
That role began an ongoing
career in coaching that has taken
her through the professional and
collegiate ranks, first with the
Los Angeles Rampage, then as an
assistant for the nationally ranked
UCLA women's soccer team.
During eight years at UCLA, she
helped lead the program to seven
NCAA tournament appearances,
including the school's first national
championship in the sport in 2013.
Those experiences allowed

"It felt like the perfect and right decision to leave
[UCLA]... This place is extraordinary, and / truly believe
that monumental things can happen here."
- Louise Lieberman
of Lieberman's temperament. She
is a demanding perfectionist who
thrives on preparation, bundled in
an enthusiasm for her job and sport
that is effortless and ever-present.
The origins of her energy
are easy to spot, a product of a

her to expand her knowledge and
reputation under the leadership
of some of the brightest minds
in the game, including Amanda
Cromwell, the current
head
coach of the Bruins, and Jill
Ellis, the head coach of the

Louise Lieberman joins the Toreros after spending eight seasons at UCLA, where she won a national title in 2013.
Photo courtesy of USD Magazine

U.S. Women's National Team.
"I was plenty fortunate to
be under the tutelage of some
influential
coaches
in
such
positive and life-changing ways,"
Lieberman
said.
"Someone's
coaching philosophy is built
from their very first coach all
the way through, and that ends
up being a pretty large span of
people that influence them. It
was extremely valuable to me
because of what we were doing
together at such a high level."
Prior
to
this
season,
USD
hired
Lieberman,
who
decided to leave a national
powerhouse at UCLA to begin
her own head coaching career.
"It felt like the perfect and
right decision to leave when it

2

Despite early struggles, Lieberman said she believes there are brighter days ahead for the women's soccer program at USD.
Photo courtesy of USD Women's Soccer/Twitter

happened," Lieberman said. "This
place is extraordinary, and I truly
believe that monumental things
can happen here because of the
academics, the city, and being
able to work with people like
[athletic director] Bill McGillis."
Lieberman added that she
believes the seasons she spent
at UCLA were instrumental in hen
path toward becoming a Torero.
"The
administration
here
believes
in
my
experience,"
Lieberman said. "They believe
in who I am and what I can
bring to the table at USD and
how that can all combine with
the attributes of this program."
Lieberman
admitted
that
there have been adjustments
involved in getting accustomed
to life as the leader of a
collegiate
soccer
program.
"The biggest difference is
that you make all the decisions,"
Lieberman said."You have the help
of the staff and their influence and
suggestions, but at the end of
the day the final call is mine. I've
been the head of many things in
my life, and I'm familiar with this
feeiing and comfortable with it,
but in this position specifically,
that's the biggest difference."
While some may see that
sort of authority as an opening
for
a
high-profile
misstep,
Lieberman said she is not afraid
of any setbacks that may come
with learning a new position.
"I'm
perfectly comfortable
with looking in the mirror and
seeing how I can improve,"
Lieberman said. "I love having
the final say. With that comes
pressure and responsibility, but
that's not something to be feared.
I'm okay with identifying my
faults so that I can build on them."
This season, the Lady Toreros
have been no strangers to
setbacks, beginning the season
with a 3-8 record on the backs of
several close finishes that didn't
go the Toreros' way. Lieberman,
however, sees no cause for concern.
"I believe we are better than
our record," Lieberman said. "It's
important that [the team] knows
that, and we continue to try to help
them see that. If a few things go

differently in a matter of minutes,
things look completely different."
However, the season hasn't
been without its highlights already,
including Lieberman's first career
win in an early-September victory
over the University of Denver.
"It was an amazing feeling,"
Lieberman said. "It's so difficult
though, because 1 know my job
is measured on wins and losses,
but my definition of success goes
deeper than simply winning or
losing.That'snotapopularopinion,
but I'm all about maximizing each
other and doing our very best as
a team. If we do that, those losses
will eventually turn into wins."
Despite the challenging start
to her career, Lieberman remains
unabashedly optimistic about
the future of women's soccer
at USD, even forgetting the
word 'decline' in her assessment
of
the
program's
direction.
"We have some wonderful
recruits coming in here, people
who want to be a Torero and
want to be a part of everything
we're doing," Lieberman said. "To
me, the future of this program
only looks like an incline. We're
about creating a foundation
of excellence. I think to some
extent it's already happening,
and the future's extremely bright."
Lieberman
admits
that
her drive to help the program
reach another level has largely
prevented her from enjoying the
environment she now calls home.
"I love exercising and being
outdoors, and San Diego is the
perfect place for that," Lieberman
said. "During the season though, I
can be a bit of a workaholic, and it's
only in the offseason that I try to
find balance. I work hard because
I love it though. It's not work if
you enjoy what you're doing."
Ultimately, it seems that
Lieberman has every ingredient
the Toreros might need as
they search for the perfect
recipe for sustained success.
It could be her tradition
of excellence at the highest
levels. It could be a renewed
commitment to a higher standard.
Then again, it could be
as
simple as
a
boombox.
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Gulls gather for third year in SD
Anaheim Ducks' minor league affiliate looks primed for another playoff run on the ice
Noah Hilton
Sports Editor
It is no secret in San Diego
— the city is in desperate need
of a rooting interest during the
winter months. The departure of
the NFL's Chargers to Los Angeles
last January left the city with a
gaping hole at the end of the
sports calendar that the college
scene's Toreros and Aztecs will
understandably struggle to fill.
Enter the San Diego Gulls, a
minor league ice hockey team now
in their third season in America's
Finest City.
In just two seasons, the Gulls,
who serve as an affiliate for
the National Hockey League's
Anaheim Ducks, have managed
to swoop under the falling hearts
of San Diego sports fans, bringing
backers to their feet with an
exciting brand of hockey built on
attacking the goal and flying up
and down the ice at breakneck
speeds.
Last
season,
the
team
improved on a strong debut
campaign to finish with a 43-20
mark, good enough for second
in the American Hockey League
(AHL)'s Pacific Division. That
success qualified them for a spot
in the AHL playoffs, where they

edged the rival Ontario Reign
before falling in the Pacific Division
finals to the San Jose Barracuda.
In his postseason exit interview
with the Gulls' media staff, head
coach Dallas Eakins reflected on
the team's success in 2016-17 and
mentioned the bright future that
lies ahead for the franchise.
"We have a great sense of
pride," Eakins said. "When you're
the only organization with both
teams still playing, that's a real
testament to our organization,
and the way we've drafted, traded,
and developed to have that still
going."
Several of the players from that
team have taken a permanent step
up to the big league club to start
the 2017-18 campaign, leaving the
Gulls with a handful of noteworthy
holes to fill in the lineup.
Defenseman
Brandon
Montour, one of the players
looking to stick at the sport's
highest level, was complimentary
of the time he spent with the Gulls
in an exit interview with the team's
media members.
"When I was [in San Diego], it
was second to none,"Montour said.
"I love that place. The staff there,
the fans, and obviously playing in
that rink is huge. The reason why
we were successful is because of
them. To me, it's the best place to

play in the league."
Several other players, however,
will be returning to San Diego
in the 2017-18 season, including
leading goal scorers Corey Tropp,
Antoine Laganiere, and Kalle
Kossila.
Kossila had perhaps the goal
of the season last year, scooping
up the puck with his stick and
twisting it around the back of the
net for the score, while Tropp and
Laganiere had 21 goals apiece to
tie for the team lead.
The Gulls will also roster
several newcomers, including
Escondido native Austin Ortega,
a winger who enjoyed a brief stint
with the club at the end of last
season.
Speaking to the Gulls' media
team, Eakins noted that Ortega's
North County roots are an
important part of what should
make the youngster so appealing
to fans.
"Austin brings a certain skillset of being able to score at the
college level," Eakins said. "I think
he got his eyes opened up when
he got here last year regarding
the pace and the fitness level. The
great thing was, as soon as he got
his eyes opened, he was like 'Okay,
I know what I have to do now.'It's a
great story for the kids locally."
The Gulls open their season

URITY
TEMS

Winger Kalle Kossila and the Gulls are ready for their third season in San Diego.
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gulls/Twitter

this Saturday night on the road
in a matchup with the Tucson
Roadrunners.
Following
that
game, the team will return to San
Diego on Oct. 13 for their home
opener against the Texas Stars at
the Valley View Casino Center.
After two consecutive trips to

the playoffs to open the team's
latest iteration in town, and backed
by a fan base still recovering from
the loss of the city's beloved
football franchise, the San Diego
Gulls appear primed for another
shot at the championship trophy
in 2017-18.
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Volleyball battles in big games
Offense leading team as conference play opens under national spotlight against top opponents
Noah Hilton
Sports Editor
A half hour before the match,
it was difficult to tell that two of
the top volleyball programs on
the west coast were about to face
off. As a whole, the atmosphere
bore a striking resemblance to
every other game the Toreros
have
hosted
this
season.
Players from both the University
of San Diego and Brigham Young
University warmed up on the
floor. Media members prepared

told ESPN how impressed she
was by her team's performance.
"We knew that there were
going to be a lot of one-on-one
blocks, given that LMU has such
a fast offense," Gengenbacher
said. "I think we did a good job of
adjusting, especially in the third set.
Our middle back and our right back
picked up their defense a lot, and we
were able to come out with a win."
Unfortunately,
Saturday's
showdown with No. 9 BYU did
not yield as promising of a result.
Playing in front of an electric
crowd that made their voices heard

"In important matches like this, [the emotion] really
comes out, because I know how important it is for us
to try to get a win."
- Lauren Fuller

their laptops for notes to be taken
and tweets to be sent over the
course of the game. Fans from
both schools filed
through the
double doors of the Jenny Craig
Pavilion and found their seats.
When the first serve crossed
the net and the entire gymnasium
exploded in sound and the strain of
senses, though, it was clear that this
was not just another conference tilt.
It was, in fact, the back end
of a two-game stretch that may
be
the
17th-ranked
Toreros'
most important of the season.
Last Tuesday, the team faced off
against West Coast Conference
title threat Loyola Marymount in
a game televised nationally on
ESPNU. Proving to be unaffected
by the spotlight, the Toreros swept
the Lions 3-0 behind 13 kills from
senior opposite hitter Jayden
Kennedy and a career high 17 digs
from senior libero Lizzy Tardieu.
After
the
victory,
senior

all afternoon, the Toreros battled
through two tough sets to open
the match, falling in the opener
25-23 before knotting things up
with a 25-23 set win of their own.
Junior
middle back Kaity
Edwards said the intensity of
the match was something the
Toreros had to be wary of after
grinding through the first two sets.
"One thing BYU does really
well is that they have really good
defense and a really solid block, so
our game plan was to just go at the
block and just keep working hard on
defense," Edwards said. "We just had
to keep fighting and stay patient."
Junior outside hitter Lauren
Fuller agreed, emphasizing the
important role emotion can play
in a match with such high stakes.
"I think, in important matches
like this, [the emotion] really
comes out, because I know how
important it is for us to try to
get a win," Fuller said. "Adding a

Junior outside hitter Lauren Fuller follows through on a spike. Fuller had 12 kills in the Toreros' loss to BYU last Saturday.
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista

and really putting it all out there
pushes all of us to work harder and
try to get each and every point."
Unfortunately, it seemed the
team had little left in the tank
after that, as the Cougars stormed
to victories in the next two sets,

Despite the team's strong showings against LMU and BYU, the team fell two spots to No. 19 in national rankings this week.
Walker Chuppe/The USD Vista

match and push their record on
the season to an impressive 15-1.
The
Toreros,
meanwhile,
watched their record fall to 10-4
after the tough loss despite having
four players record double-digit
kills in Kennedy, Fuller, junior
middle back Addie Picha, and firstyear outside hitter Roxie Wiblin.
Despite
the
disappointing
result, the players were vocal about
their appreciation for the team's
efforts against a program that
has claimed four of the last five
West Coast Conference crowns.
"I'm really proud of how the
team fought today, because BYU has
always had such a strong program,
and they come out swinging even
when they're not in their, home
gym," Fuller said. "Our passing was
fantastic today. It really kept us in
the match, and allowed us to run
an offense, especially with our
middles playing as well as they did."
Edwards
agreed
with
Fuller's assessment of the team's
performance against the Cougars.
"They're a great team, and
there's a reason that they're No. 9 in
the country," Edwards said. "We took
them to four [sets], which is great.
We came up a little short in the
end, but we had some hard fights
and I'm really proud of our team."
The Toreros also commented
on their appreciation for the
fans in attendance, a crowd
that was deafening at times
in support of the hometeam.
"It is so nice having a ton of
people there," Fuller said. "That
really makes a difference, especially
in our home gym. It's great seeing
familiar faces here and seeing our
peers and being able to show them
what we're made of and why we
are ranked No. 17 in the nation."
After perhaps the biggest week
of the season, the Toreros will hit the
road and head to the Bay Area to
face Pacific tonight and St. Mary's on
Saturday. With an eye toward those

upcoming matches, Fuller appeared
focused on shoring up the Toreros'
shortcomings as they continue to
progress through conference play.
"I definitely think defense is a
key right now," Fuller said. "Even
though it wasn't where we needed
it to be tonight, we have people
who can really step in and play great
defense. If we can get that together,
we're not going to be able to be
stopped, because our offense has
really been clicking with the setter
and we've really been able to run
our offense through [Kristen] lately."
While emerging from the team's
high-profile week on the court with
an undefeated conference record
still intact would have been the ideal
scenario, there seems to be little
doubt the team remains focused
on bigger stages ahead. After an
upset loss last year that ended
their 2016 campaign early in the
postseason tournament, the Toreros
appear ready to prove they belong
under even the brightest of lights.
This past week may have
only
been
the
beginning.

Season Leaders
KILLS

Jayden Kennedy (169)
SERVICE ACES

Merve Tandel (13)
DIGS

Lizzy Tardieu (195)
BLOCKS

Addie Picha (47)

